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PASTOR’S PONDERINGS
Dear Saints in Camillus,

Late summer always gets me to thinking about the reaping of 

crops.  I wait all summer long for that sweet corn that is ready for 

harvest in mid to late August.  Although you can get local corn 

sooner, I think the sweetest of the yield comes as the State Fair 

approaches.  And this summer, with all the early rain we’ve had it 

may be delayed just a little longer.  But I know the harvest will be 

plentiful and tasty when the grower is ready.

And I’ve decided that on a personal level, the reason many 

people aren’t growing is because they’re not sowing.  They are living 

self-centered lives. Unless they decide to change their focus and 

start reaching out to others, they will probably remain in a 

depressed condition, emotionally, financially, socially, and spiritually.  

And all through the scriptures we find the principle of sowing 

and reaping.  “Whatever a person sows, that will they reap.” (Gal. 6:7)  

Just as the corn farmer must plant some seed if they hope to reap a 

harvest, we, too, must plant some good seed in the fields of our 

families, careers, businesses and personal relationships.  If you want 

to reap “happiness”…. well then you’ve got to sow some “happiness” 

seeds by making others happy.  If you want to reap financial 

blessing…….. you must sow some financial seeds in the lives of 

others.  The seed always has to lead.

Remember that in the midst of the great famine in the land of 

Canaan, Isaac did something that people without insight might have 

thought pretty strange.  He sowed seed and reaped a hundredfold 

crop, because the Lord blessed him (Gen. 26:12).  In his time of need, 

Isaac didn’t choose to wait around, expecting someone else to come 

to his rescue.  No, he acted in faith, and God blessed and multiplied 

that seed.

Now maybe you’re in some sort of famine of your own right 

now.  It could be a financial famine; or maybe you’re just famished 

for friends.  Whatever the need, sow some seeds and be prepared to 

reap a huge harvest.  Maybe you’ll join me in trying this new mantra 

and attitude….

IN THE TIME OF NEED, SOW A SEED! 
Just wait until you see the harvest God has intended for each 

of us!  It will surely, be the sweetest of all the crop harvested so far!

See you in Church!   

Pastor Jack
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Over the past few months, our leadership team has 

been talking about what our purpose is and how 

successful we have been at making disciples for Jesus.  

And to be completely honest with you, I was getting 

discouraged about the future of Christian education 

here at Immanuel and in our community.  

But on August 7th, my discouragement took a turn 

toward God. That was the first day of our Summer Fun 

Week .  We had 34 children participate in our program 

this year and over half of them were not from our 

congregation and had never been to our church 

before.  The children sang songs about how Jesus 

gives us hope, courage, direction and power.  They 

listened to bible stories, played games, made snacks 

and crafts all about the love of Jesus.  So many 

parents talked about what fun the children were 

having and how they were bringing the lessons we 

had taught them home with them.  I even got a thank 

you note from one of the grandparents.   These 

children renewed my hope that what we are doing is 

important and that we should continue to move 

forward.

And that is exactly what we are going to do.  

This fall we are overhauling our Sunday morning 

program.  We are kicking things off on Sunday, 
September 10th at the 10:00am worship service.  

The theme for our “JAM” Sessions (Jesus and Me) for 

the year will be Superheroes!  We will be learning 

about several superheroes of the bible;  Adam and 

Eve, Noah, Joseph, Esther and Mary, just to name a 

few.  Of course, Jesus is our Superman!  So mark your 

calendars for September 10th as we embark on start of 

our JAM Sessions.   

Shalom,

~Carol

Carol A. Doucette

Christian Education Coordinator

Please clip your box tops and labels 
to Benefit Redbird Mission.  

There is a Red box on the table in 

the Narthex  to put your labels/box tops in.

**A change:  Clip the BARCODE and symbol.  Each 

UPC is worth 5 or 10 points.  If no symbol it’s 

worth 1 cent.**

In June, we sent over 800 pieces.  Frances 

Woodworth, Executive Secretary, sent a list of all 

products with labels and box tops.  This list is 

under the red box for your use.

Please call Doris Henry at 315-218-6902 

with any questions.

Do you like to knit and/or crochet? 
If not would you like to learn?

Come join our Knit n Stitch group and enjoy good 

fellowship as well. We meet every Monday from 

10am until noon. You can work on projects for 

yourself or work on a project that we donate.

We make lap robes and prayer shawls for persons 

in our congregation that are ill or under stress. 

We’ve contributed to the mitten tree, and St 

Joseph's Hospital.

We have a booth at the church's fall Craft Fair. We 

use the money we receive to donate to several 

organizations, Samaritan Center, World Vision, 

Heifer Project, Food Bank of CNY and Rescue 

Mission.   For more information call Judy 

Bachman 403-8687 or Doris Henderson 468-2996.

September 3rd, we will celebrate a Service of 

Farewell and Godspeed with Carolyn and Ted 

Topalian as they prepare to relocate to Arizona to 

be closer to family. We'll have a special coffee-

time reception to thank them for their ministry 

here at Immanuel as they begin this next, new 

chapter of their lives. Please try to join us for this 

special fellowship time!

Sunday, September 10th we return to 2 worship 

services each Sunday morning. Beginning on that 

day we worship at 8:30am and 10:00am.

The church office will resume Monday hours on 

Monday, September 11.



Faster than a speeding camel, more powerful than the burning 

bush, able to leap tall pyramids in a single bound; it’s a dove, it’s a chariot, 

it’s Super Heroes of the Bible!  That’s the theme for our Sunday morning 

JAM Sessions (Jesus and Me).  We kick off our first session on Sunday, 
September 10th at the 10:00am worship service. 

The structure of our JAM Sessions will be a little different than what 

we have done in the past.  

Our first change will be that the PREK class will be meeting upstairs 

with the rest of the children.  

Second, our 7th & 8th graders and high school students will meet as 

one class.  

Our biggest change comes for our Kindergarten thru 6th grade 

students.  This group will meet as one large group. Each week, the K-6th

grade group will gather together for a time of worship and then spend 

the rest of their time working on a project; a snack or a craft or some kind 

of mission project.  

For the first half of the year, we have chosen the Dynamic Duo (Adam & Eve) Aquaman (Noah) the 

Caped Crusader (Joseph), Mighty Moses and Wonder Woman (Mary) as our superheroes.  We will spend three 

weeks on each character.  Our time in worship will revolve around music, stories and prayers that relate to each 

character.  

We are very excited about this new format and can’t wait to roll it out.  Our consultant, David Black, 
will be joining us on the 10th with a magic show for the kids after worship has ended.  So mark your 

calendars for the 10th and get ready to get down with our Sunday Morning JAM Sessions!

Shalom,

~Carol

Carol A. Doucette

Christian Education Coordinator
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Is this the year??  Is this the year you decide to 

give singing in choir a try??

I know that some of you have been giving it 

some thought and that some have reservations about 

making this commitment???? On the other hand, 

you've enjoyed the music the choir is singing and 

have thought about getting back to singing yourself 

or learning how to sing?

This may be your time - come any Thursday 
evening at 7pm and give it a try.

Remember you can sign up for a season or a 

few months or just to give it a try for a few weeks. You 

don't have to read music or have perfect pitch or be 

able to sight read.

Just come sing with us.  I'm very excited about 

the new music I have picked and ordered for this 

coming fall and Advent and I'm really looking forward 

to getting started.

We will continue to learn and sing a variety of 

songs  - some contemporary, some traditional, some 

spirituals, some gospel, some folk, some praise and 

worship, and some that don't fall in any particular 

category or include two categories. Got questions? 

See me any Sunday. 

I hope all of our choir members have enjoyed a 

restful summer and have continued to sing some like 

in the car or the shower.  I look forward to singing 

together again - our first worship service for the 
choir will be Sunday, September 10 at 10am  and 
so our first evening practice will be Thursday, 
September 7 at 7pm.  Hope to see you all there and 

ready to lift your voices in song.

The Children's Choir will start up again this 
fall and our first practice will be on Sunday, 
September 17 after Sunday School.  I'm anxious to 

get started and continue to expand their repertoire of 

fun and praise filled songs and hope to have the kids 

sing more often in worship services. Hope to see 

everyone back and some new faces as well.

And lastly, I would also like to extend a BIG 

thank you to all of the singers and instrumentalists 

who graciously gave of their time to practice and sing 

or play for our worship services this summer.  It was 

great to have such a variety of special music and from 

the comments we received weekly from the 

congregation, the music was appreciated and helped 

enhance our summer services.

Also if you play an instrument or like to sing, 

please let me know... we'd love to have you join our 

singers and musicians in sharing your gifts in worship. 

Sue Miller
♫♪ Music Director ♫♪

Music Notes

Annual 
Fall Holidays Crafters Only Show

October 13th 4-8pm & 14th 9-3pm

Come join us for a variety of shopping for the 

upcoming Holidays,  Halloween, Thanksgiving & 

Christmas ... Birthdays, Weddings etc. !!!

Homemade food for your eating pleasure ... 

Support our Food Pantry….Bring non perishable 

food items or Monetary Donation for an 

opportunity to receive a Crafters Gift !!!

Proceeds from our Crafters will support Our 

Disaster Recovery Efforts

**Information call : Betty Block 315/491-8256

Highway Clean Up Crew, August 19, 2017

Gardening Group will meet in the Sanctuary after 
service on September 10 for a brief meeting.  

Many hands make light work so please

join us to talk about fall clean-up and plans

for next spring.  Questions: see Julie  

DeOrdio, Barb Merckel or Sandy Van Epps.   

Thanks to all who lent a hand keeping 

Immanuel's grounds beautiful this

season and the devoted 

groups who maintained the 

salt pots. 

... plans for next spring.  

Also, thoughts on  

Memorial Garden's 

brick walkway  

project. 



Pastor Pastor Jack Keating

Phone (315) 487-1171

Email churchofthebells@gmail.com

Website www.churchofthebells.org

Summer Worship 8:30 and 10 am

Sunday School During worship

Handicapped accessible

Please join us!

Return Service Requested

Our Mission 

“To make disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world.”

September/October 2017
We wish to be good stewards of both financial and environmental
resources.  If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please
email us at churchofthebells@gmail.com and request removal.
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