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PASTOR’S PONDERINGS

Dear Saints in Camillus,

The start of another new year offers us, once again, the 

chance to consider where it is we’re at and where it is we’re heading 

on this journey we have come to call life.  We get all wrapped up in 

resolutions to change, re-direct, turn over a new leaf, and adjust the 

course our life seems to be taking.

I read about a man named Jeff Ferrera of Illinois, who, a few 

years ago, was reconciling his checkbook and called First National 

Bank of Chicago to get his current balance.  The electronic voice 

droned on and finally said, “Your primary checking account currently 

has a balance of $924,844,204.32.”  Ferrera was one of 826 

customers who were almost billionaires for a day as the result of the 

biggest banking error in the history of US banking.  The bank’s goof 

amounted to almost $764 billion, more than six times the assets of 

the First National Bank.  “It had a lot of people saying in jest to 

transfer it to the Cayman Islands and make a run for it,” Ferrera said.  

But, like most others, he simply reported the error to bank officials, 

who could only say it was a result of a computer programming error. 

How ridiculous it would have been for Ferrera to place any 

confidence in his new found wealth.  He recognized the temporary 

nature of his millionaire checking account.  It would have been utter 

stupidity for him to make plans and re-arrange his life around 

something so uncertain and so fleeting.

Yet, that’s exactly the way most of us operate.  We’re given 

these brief life-spans and rather than focus on the things that really 

matter, we squander our time, thoughts and talents on the trivial.  

God tells us to reach for the eternal but we settle for the temporary.   

So, I encourage you, as you think about the new direction you 

might want to try taking in the New Year, to reach out for the 

eternal.  I encourage you to remember Jesus words from the Book of 

Matthew, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His 

righteousness…..”  

Together we can make 2018 the best year ever!  Because with 

our God, truly the best is still yet to come for us all!  

I can’t wait to see you in Church,

Pastor Jack Keating  

January/February 2018



SUNDAY MORNING JAM SESSIONS

YOUTH IN MISSION

Lunches for the Rescue Mission
2nd Annual Rake & Run

Caroling at 
Camillus Ridge Terrace

Election Day Turkey DinnerMaking cards for the residents
at Camillus Ridge Terrace

Stayed turned for our
series on “The Terrific 
12” and the ultimate 
Super Hero, JESUS!

Our next adventure will 
be the SOLID Weekend 

Retreat at Camp 
Casowasco!
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A Word of Thanks..... Thanks to all of our Immanuel 

Family for the wonderful and generous gift given to 

us on Christmas Eve, by our Lay Leader Steve 

Forward. Both Becky and I know how blessed we are 

to serve here at Immanuel and we are so grateful for 

each and every gift you so willingly provide. During a 

few rough months medically, we continue to be 

amazed at the loving and generous folks here in 

Camillus! Thanks again and we know how blessed we 

are to serve here with you all! Pastor Jack and Becky

The Family of Grant Powell wishes to thank everyone 

for their prayers, cards and thoughtfulness during his 

illness.  ~Thank you, Sue

Seeking folks with the GIFT OF MUSIC- I do a small 

worship service at Camillus Ridge Terrace on the 4th 

Sunday of the month @1:45.....it is so much fun!

I’m desperately in need of help with the music....if 

you can sing, play the piano or any other form of 

music, please pray about joining us.... even once/year 

would be great!

We usually sing 3 popular hymns with each 

worship service....please contact me Anita Joy Hall @ 

church or anitajhnp@gmail.com or 315-317-

6423 or 315-487-4086

****************************************

Human Relations Sunday is January 14, 2018.  Gifts 

to Human Relations Day Sunday support the 

Community Developers Program and community 

advocacy through United Methodist Voluntary 

Services, related to the General Board of Global 

Ministries and at-risk teens through the Youth 

Offender Rehabilitation program, General Board of 

Church and Society.  Special offering envelopes will be 

in the bulletins that day.

Our next Disaster Recovery Mission trip will be 
April 23-27, 2018.  We will be returning to 
Clendenin, West Virginia. There will be a meeting 

on January 10 at 7pm for those interested in learning 

more.  Please contact Mike Block at 

mblock@wwdb.org or 315-491-0497 for more 

information.

Thank you to everyone who supported the Heifer 

Project.  Thanks to your generosity the Immanuel 

Family was able to donate  over $900 to help 

families in need around the world.

~Sara and Helen Forward

Mitten Tree-On behalf of the Mission Team a 

heartfelt thank you is extended to everyone who 

donated to this project. Every branch of our tree 

was covered with socks, mittens, hats, scarves 

and gloves. And under the tree were gently used 

boots and coats. The children of the Onondaga 

Indian Nation will be warmer this winter because 

of your generosity. Our goal was 100 items and 

this year an amazing 193 items were donated!

Shelley Dawson Smith

Thank you to everyone who generously donated 

to the Mission Team’s Angel Tree Project.  

Through our angel gifts, we shared God’s love 

with children from the Big Brother/Big Sister 

Program in Syracuse and with children through 

Hillside Children’s programs.

>Thanks to Bruce and Gerrie Yaw owners of Big 

Tree Farm in Moravia for donating the greens.

> Thanks to Mike DeOrdio, Ed Owens, Jerry 

Sabattis and Dave Russell for cutting and picking 

up the greens.

> Thanks to Ed Owens who helped assemble the 

door sprays.

>Thanks to Joan Archambeau, Angie Keida, Julie 

Deordio, Robin Polge, Janet Robinson, Peg 

Webster, Justin Webster, Linda Stopen, Barb 

Brigham and Tamma Goldner who did a 

wonderful job decorating the sprays.

> Thanks to all the people who purchased the 

door sprays.

> Through this cooperative effort we made 52 

door sprays and as everything is donated we 

were able to contribute $1,020.00 to the Mission 

Team.  ~ Shelley Dawson Smith
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Pastor Pastor Jack Keating

Phone (315) 487-1171

Email churchofthebells@gmail.com

Website www.churchofthebells.org

Worship 8:30 and 10 am

Sunday School During worship

Handicapped accessible

Please join us!

Return Service Requested

Our Mission 

“To make disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world.”

January/February 2018
We wish to be good stewards of both financial and environmental
resources.  If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please
email us at churchofthebells@gmail.com and request removal.
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