
Immanuel United Methodist Church 

Memorial Fund Policy 

Introduction 

Immanuel United Methodist Church has maintained a Memorial Fund for many years.  

The Memorial Fund receives gifts that memorialize or honor an individual. The church 

Board of Trustees has the responsibility of overseeing Memorial gifts, whether in 

monetary or physical form.  A member of the Board of Trustees or an assignee is 

responsible for adhering to the following guidelines when administering Memorial 

Funds. 

Receipt of Gifts: 

All cash gifts will be deposited into the Trustees bank account with a separate line item 

named Memorial Fund containing a running balance of funds donated.  

All Memorial gifts (monetary or physical) will be acknowledged by written confirmation of 

the gift to the giver. 

The family of the decedent will be notified of the persons who made gifts and their 

contact information.  Individual gifts will be added together, and a total sum will be 

shared with the family. 

All information concerning donors and prospective donors, including their names, 

beneficiaries, amount and type of gift, aspects relating to their estates shall be kept 

confidential except when donors permit the release of such information. 

A record of gifts will be kept in a file under the name of the decedent, along with copies 

of any correspondence pertaining to the gift. 

All Memorial cash gifts are considered undesignated funds unless a designation is 

approved by Charge Conference or the Board of Trustees in between Charge 

Conferences.  The decedent’s family will be notified of such approval.  Funds that are 

designated shall be in accordance with the Church’s mission and purpose. 

All Memorial gifts of money or property will be recorded in the Memorial Gift Book.  No 

plaques shall be affixed to any physical gifts. 

Expenditure of Funds: 

Funds will be dispersed by majority vote of the Board of Trustees.  Disbursement should 

benefit the whole congregation and be of lasting nature. 

Specific suggestions or wishes of the family as well as members or committees of the 

church as to how the funds can be spent can be made to the Board of Trustees, but the 

Board of Trustees will have the final decision as to how funds are spent. 
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