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PASTOR’S PONDERINGS November/December 2016

Greetings to the Saints at Immanuel!

While I was preparing for a recent installment of our prayer 

study, Praying Into God’s Presence, I re-read the story of David 

and Goliath from 1 Samuel 17.

Israel’s warriors are standing there on a hill overlooking a 

battlefield, and the Philistine champion Goliath swaggers out to 

attempt to frighten them.  The warriors say, “We’re not going down 

there to fight him.  He’s nine feet tall.  Look at his armor!  Look at his 

spear!  I don’t want that thing in my ribs!”  But the adolescent David 

comes out, surveys the field and says, “Look at the size of our God.  

Let me go!”  And, of course, we all know how the story turned out…. 

David took out that giant with the help of God who directed his 

every effort!

Now probably every human being alive is standing in the 

shadow of at least one mountain that just will not move: a 

destructive habit, a character flaw, a physical disability.  What is your 

immovable mountain?  Have you stood in its shadow for so long 

that you’ve grown accustomed to the darkness?  Do you often end 

your prayers thinking, What’s the use?

Well, I’d like to challenge you to shift the focus of your prayer.  

Don’t spend a lot of time describing your mountain to the Lord.  He 

already knows what it is.  Instead, focus your attention on the 

mountain mover – his glory, power, and faithfulness.  Then start 

walking in faith, following God’s leading, and watch that mountain 

step aside.   

I can’t wait to see you in worship!

Pastor Jack Keating
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During the month of November, the Sunday School
children will be collecting underwear and socks for the 

children attending McKinley Brighton Elementary 

School in the City of Syracuse.  Did you know that 90% 

of the children that attend McKinley Brighton live 

below the poverty line?  And this year, the school 

received an influx of refugee children as well. Please 

help us spread the love of Christ as we help these 

children.  If you would like to make a donation to this 

collection, please see me.

The Sunday School children will continue their study 

of Moses during the month of November.  They will 

focus on the exodus out of Egypt, the Ten 

Commandments and the Tabernacle.  During 

December, they will be studying the events that led up 

to the birth of Christ.

Mark your calendars:  The Children’s Christmas 
Pageant will be held during worship on Sunday, 

December 11th.  

The JR and SR HI Youth Groups are in full swing!   We 

have played laser tag, gone to the zoo, held a game 

night and a Rake & Run.  In November, the SR HI will 

be distributing hats, gloves, coats and blankets in 

downtown Syracuse and the JR HI will be making 

cards for our shut ins.  In December, both groups will 

be going caroling around the Town of Camillus.  Be 

sure to check the bulletin board in the narthex for 

more details.

We are still in need of a few acolytes.  Even if you 

have graduated out of the program, we have room for 

you. If you are interested in helping us out every now 

and then, please contact me or Erin Paoli.

Confirmation Classes will be start in January of next 

year.  Classes are open to all youth in 8th or 9th grade.  

We are so excited that Chris Paoli has agreed to help 

Pastor Jack and I with these classes.  We are in the 

process of reviewing curriculum and will have more 

information for you in December.  

Shalom,

~Carol A. Doucette

Christian Education 

Coordinator 

Election Day Turkey Dinner

November 8, 2016

5:00pm-7:00pm

Menu consists of hot turkey, stuffing, potatoes, 

gravy, squash, corn, cranberry sauce, coleslaw, 

rolls, beverages and home made pies.

Ticket prices:

Adults (ages 13+) $12.00

Children (ages 5-12) $6.00

Children (under age 5)                   Free

Take out $12.00

Tickets will be available at the door.

Many hands make light work.  Please sign up 
in the Narthex.  Contact Dave Stanton at 487-

7935.

We will be taking orders for Poinsettia plants 
on Sundays Nov. 27, Dec. 4 and Dec. 11. You may 

purchase a plant in honor of or in memory of 

anyone of your choosing.  The plants will 

decorate our sanctuary on Christmas Eve and will 

be available for pick up after worship that night.  

Order forms are in the newsletter for your use.

Christmas Eve Worship
5pm

7:30pm

11pm

We will celebrate with special music, Scripture, 

candlelight, Communion and song at each 

service.

Christmas Day Worship
10am

Join Christians all over the world as we sing 

praises to the Newborn King!

New Year’s Day Worship
10am

Start your New Year right with praising our God in 

worship and song!
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Mitten Tree:  
The mitten tree for our 

friends at the Onondaga 

Nation will be put up 

Nov 26th thru Dec 11th.  Please bring in gloves, 

scarves, hats, mittens, gently used children's coats, 

snow pants, and children's boots.  Last year through 

your generosity we collected 117 items.  Any 

questions please see Shelley Dawson Smith. 

Immanuel’s Mission Angel Tree provides gifts to 

children from the Onondaga Nation United 

Methodist church and to Syracuse children enrolled 

in the Big Brother, Big Sister program at PEACE, Inc.  

Angel tags will appear on the tree in the Narthex on 

November 27th.  Gifts should be in the $15-$20 

range, wrapped and returned with the tag attached 

by Sunday, December 11th.  This is a great 

opportunity for us to share God’s love and bring a 

smile to a child’s face.  Any questions, please 

contact Sherry Molatch at 492-2394.

DOOR SPRAYS It's that time of year 

again! Please support the Mission 

Team by buying a beautiful door 

spray for $20.00. Orders will be 

taken on Nov 6th and Nov 

13th. We will be making the door 

sprays on Saturday Nov 19th starting at 9:00 and 

any help would be appreciated even if you can only 

help for an hour. Any questions please see or call 

Shelley Dawson Smith at 487-1290.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Sunday, Nov. 27 is United Methodist Student 

day. Gifts on United Methodist Student Day support 

U.M. scholarships and the U.M. Student Loan Fund. 

Please give generously.  Special offering envelopes 

will be provided in the bulletin.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
The Missions Team will be collecting money for 
Heifer International.  Heifer International helps “at 

risk” families around the world become self-

sufficient and earn a living by providing 

livestock and education to these families.  

Please see Helen or 

Sara Forward after 

church to help us 

reach our goal. 

NOVEMBER SERMON SERIES

Beginning on October 30th

and continuing throughout 

November I’ll be offering a 

sermon series entitled, 

“Breaking Through Life’s 
Barriers… 
Taking One Step UP for God”.
This series corresponds with our annual Stewardship 

campaign that occurs on the same dates.  We’ll look 

each week at how we are called, as individuals and 

as this great church we know as Immanuel, to break 

through the barriers our lives and circumstances 

have tried to put on us.  By taking one small step UP 

for God, we can boldly break through those barriers.  

Some of our dedicated congregational leaders will 

share how they live out their lives as stewards of 

their time, talents, and treasures.  And at the end of 

this sermon series each member of our church will 

have the chance to choose to take a step UP in 

2017.  We hope you’ll make an extra effort to be 

here each week, as together we seek to “Break 
Through Life’s Barriers… by Taking One Step UP 
for God!”   

2016 Annual Holiday Craft Show
Friday, Dec. 2 from 4-8pm

Saturday, Dec. 3 from 9am-3pm

Our Annual Holiday Craft Show is approaching.

This year’s date is December 2nd and 3rd. You or 

anyone you know that is a CRAFTER can get your 

application by contacting: Betty Block 315/468-2185 

or bblock@wwdb.org.  We will need helpers with :  

Set up on Thursday Dec. 1st 9:00am; Tear Down 

Saturday Dec. 2nd 3:30pm

Bakers & Kitchen Helpers for Barb’s Bistro 

Every little bit helps ... as the proceeds go to 

Disaster Recovery.  Thanks in advance, Betty Block

We will be having small group gatherings (cottage 

meetings) for members of Immanuel to get to know 

Pastor Jack and Becky better.  There will be 11 

meetings between 10/19 to 11/17 and are being 

hosted by various members of the church.  If you do 

not get invited to a meeting, please let the church 

office know.

mailto:bblock@wwdb.org


Pastor Pastor Jack Keating

Phone (315) 487-1171

Email churchofthebells@gmail.com

Website www.churchofthebells.org

Worship 8:30 am and 10 am 

Sunday School During 10 am worship

Handicapped accessible

Please join us!

Return Service Requested

Our Mission 

“To make disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world.”

November/December 2016
We wish to be good stewards of both financial and environmental
resources.  If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please
email us at churchofthebells@gmail.com and request removal.

http://www.churchofthebells.org/
mailto:churchofthebells@gmail.com
mailto:churchofthebells@gmail.com
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Dear Parents with Young Children in Church 

You are doing something really, really important.  I see you with your arms overflowing, and I know you came 

to church already tired.  Parenting is tiring.  Really tiring. 

I watch you bounce and sway trying to keep the baby quiet, juggling the infant car seat and the diaper bag as 

you find a seat.  I see you wince as your child cries.  I see you anxiously pull things out of your bag of tricks 

to quiet them. 

And I see you with your toddler and preschooler.  I watch you cringe when your little girl asks an innocent 

question in a voice that might not be an inside voice let alone a church whisper.  I hear the exasperation in 

your voice as you beg your child to just sit, to be quiet as you feel everyone’s eyes upon you.  Not everyone 

is looking, but I know it feels that way. 

I know you’re wondering, is this worth it?  Why do I bother?  I know you often leave church more exhausted 

than fulfilled.  But what you are doing is so important. 

When you are here, the church is filled with a joyful noise.  When you are here, the Body of Christ is more 

fully present.  When you are here, we are reminded that this worship thing we do isn’t about Bible study or 

personal, quiet contemplation but coming together to worship as a community where all are welcome, where 

we share in the Word and Sacrament together.  When you are here, I have hope that these pews won’t be 

empty in 10 years when your kids are old enough to sit quietly and behave in worship.  I know that they are 

learning how and why we worship now, before it’s too late.  They are learning that worship is important. 

I see them in the midst of their cries, whines, and giggles, in the midst of the crinkling of pretzel bags and the 

growing pile of crumbs, I see a little girl who insists on going two pews up to share peace with someone 

she’s never met.  I hear a little boy slurping (quite loudly) every last drop of his communion wine out of the 

cup, determined not to miss a drop of Jesus.   I watch a child excitedly color a cross and point to the one in 

the front of the sanctuary.  I hear the echoes of “Amens” just a few seconds after the rest of the community 

says it together.  I watch a boy just learning to read try to sound out the words in the worship book or count 

his way to Hymn 672.  Even on weeks when I can’t see my own children learning because, well, it’s one of 

those mornings, I can see your children learning. 

I know how hard it is to do what you’re doing, but I want you to know it matters.  It matters to me.  It matters 

to my children to not be alone in the pew.  It matters to the congregation to know that families care about 

faith, to see young people…and even on those weeks when you can’t see the little moments, it matters to 

your children. 

It matters that they learn that worship is what we do as a community of faith, that everyone is welcome, that 

their worship matters.  When we teach children that their worship matters, we teach them that they are 

enough right here and right now as members of the church community.  They don’t need to wait until they 

can believe, pray or worship a certain way to be welcome here, and I know adults who are still looking to be 

shown that.  It matters that children learn that they are an integral part of this church, that their prayers, their 

songs, and even their badly (or perfectly timed, depending on who you are) cries and whines are a joyful 

noise because it means they are present. 

I know it is hard, but thank you for what you do when you bring your children to church.  Please know that 

your family – with all its noise, struggle, commotion and joy – are not simply tolerated, you are a vital part of 

the community gathered in worship. 

By Jamie Bruesehoff, blogger “I Am Totally “That Mom” found on www.huffingtonpost.com  

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/


Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service 

     The Churches of the Camillus area will join 

together at Immanuel United Methodist 

Church to give thanks and praise to our God 

on Sunday, November 20, 2016.  We will 

gather at 7pm.  The church is located at 303 

Kasson Road, Camillus, NY.  We are inviting 

participants to bring non-perishable food items for our local food 

pantry and challenging us to gather 5,000 pounds of food!  There 

will be a combined choir that will sing during the service.  Please 

contact Immanuel UMC at 315-487-1171 or 

churchofthebells@gmail.com for more information. 

mailto:churchofthebells@gmail.com

